The systematic study of neuropathology was initiated by Godwin Greenfield in the early part of the 20 th century. He worked at the National Hospital, Queen Square, London for the major period of his life and worked on various subjects like cerebrospinal fluid, intracranial tumours, cerebellar ataxias, dystrophia myotonica, disseminated sclerosis, subacute combined degeneration of the spinal cord, and the like. After his retirement he visited the National Institute of Neurological Diseases and Blindness in Bethesda, Maryland, USA, from time to time and there he died suddenly from myocardial infarction.
distinguished morbid anatomist in the country at that time. In the meantime, Kinnier Wilson, working as a pathologist in Queen Square, decided not to reapply for the post and this paved the way for Greenfield to enter into the hallowed place of neurology in 1912 where he worked till his retirement in 1949. [1, [4] [5] [6] He took the Membership of the Royal Colleges of Physicians (MRCP) in 1917, MD with a gold medal in 1921and was elected Fellow of the Royal Colleges of Physicians (FRCP) in 1925. [1] Greenfield built his laboratory in the once-used operating theater of Sir Victor Horsley where the latter successfully removed the first spinal tumor in 1887, diagnosed accurately by Sir William Gowers. It was a large room with high ceiling and meagerly equipped with instruments. Hardly any British neurologist of repute has failed to spend some time in this small laboratory of Greenfield. [1] He was soon appointed as house physician to Sir Byrom Bramwell, an outstanding physician of that time and later, to Alexander Bruce. [2, 3] Here, he had to arrange every Wednesday clinical demonstrations of patients with neurological diseases. Thereafter, he worked as an assistant professor of Pathology and soon, he moved to London and was appointed as house physician at East London Hospital for Children. [1] In 1910, he proceeded to Queen Square and after working as a house physician for 18 months, went to Leeds General Infirmary in order to work with Matthew Stewart, the most 1954 and Atlas of Muscular Pathology in neuromuscular disorders in 1957.
• Worked on disparate subjects like, intracranial tumors, dystrophia myotonica, subacute combined degeneration of the spinal cord, disseminated sclerosis, presenile dementia, subacute sclerosing panencephalitis, postencephalitic parkinsonism, and diseases of the spinal cord. [4] • Was interested in encephalitis and did much to bring order into the chaos prevalent at that time concerning this subject Greenfield was a humble man and his lectures were devoid of rhetorical flourish; as a matter of fact, sometimes they appeared dull and insipid to the newly initiated. He tried to seek the view of the clinicians who referred the cases to him and his colleagues too, invited him to the wards for his opinion. [8] [9] [10] He was tall with snowy white hair and was endowed with impeccable manners. He was never offered a Chair at the Institute of Neurology. He lunched with his students in a long table but rarely broached any subject for conversation. He was witty as his comment "Yorkshire apple pie without cheese is like a kiss without a squeeze" will testify. He was opposed to the rigid classification of cerebral tumors and welcomed the integrative approach of JW Kernohan and his grading system. Like Sir Charles Bell, he never performed experimental works and for this reason declined to apply for the post of Chair of pathology at the Guy's Hospital, where he would have been expected to carry out the same. However, he encouraged his students to carry out original research works, if they showed genuine interest. He lived and worked at a time when staining techniques for neural tissue were just beginning to be described and the biochemical basis for such disorders were hardly known and neurological disorders were often grouped together and not really identified and classified. In his final years, he was appointed Dean of the Institute of Neurology, Queen Square and also became the President of Association of British Neurologists in 1954. In 1950, in collaboration with a group of senior colleagues, he started the Neuropathological Club with 28 founding members. It served two useful purposes namely, allowing members of different schools of neuropathology to discuss difficult cases and also helped to unite those who had clinical commitment with those whose interest lay fundamentally in experimental works. He delivered the Oliver Sharpey Lecture at the Royal College of Physicians on the "Pathology of the neuron" and 11 years later, delivered the Hughlings Jackson Lecture on Encephalitis. He was deeply involved in the activities of the British Medical Association and in 1927 he was appointed as the vice-president of the Section of Neurology at the annual meeting at Edinburgh. From 1928 to 1954, he was a member of the Pathologists Group Committee, and he always served a member of various committees including the Coroners Acts, Special Practice and Arrangements Committees. In 1955, the University of Edinburgh conferred on him Honorary Doctorate of Laws.
